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Minutes Board of Town Trustees 

STATE OF ILLINOIS 

LAKE COUNTY 

TOWN OF NEWPORT 

 

THE BOARD OF TOWN TRUSTEES met at the office of the Town Clerk at the Village Hall on 

July 15, 2026 

 

Members Present:  

J. Daryle Spiller , Trustee  Corey Kirschhoffer, Trustee 

Mike Wells, Trustee   Frank Kaiser, Trustee     

Debbie Spurgeon, Clerk   Randy Whitmore, Supervisor    

 

Call to Order:  Supervisor Whitmore calls the Regular Township Meeting of the Board of Town 

Trustees to order at 7:00 p.m.   

Pledge of Allegiance:  Supervisor Whitmore leads the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Roll Call:  In attendance, Daryle Spiller, Corey Kirschhoffer, Mike Wells, Frank Kaiser, Debbie 

Spurgeon and Randy Whitmore.  Absent, Chuck Corder. 

Also present, Rodger Edmonds, Highway Department Director. 

Approval of Minutes: Supervisor Whitmore requests a motion and a second to approve the June 

Regular Meeting Minutes.       

Motion by Spiller, second by Wells to approve the June 17, 2026 Regular Meeting Minutes. 

Roll Call Vote:  Ayes, Spiller, Kirschhoffer, Wells, Kaiser, Whitmore.  Nays, none. 

Motion passes, 5-0. 

 

Reports:  

Supervisor’s Report:  
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Supervisor Whitmore inquires on whether the approximately 20-acre township-owned property is 

within the Village of Wadsworth. (Yes.) He says he is speaking with a company interested in 

installing battery storage on some portion of the township property.  Apparently, the company 

would lease a portion of the property for 20 years, paying the township $75k per year.  The 

Village of Wadsworth does not desire this usage within the village limits.  The township will 

likely need to clear many hurdles if this plan is to be pursued. Trustee Kaiser raises concerns 

about potential off-gassing of these facilities and would like more details.  The board notes the 

property was purchased with the intention of building a township facility on the property. 

The supervisor received information via the Sheridan Oaks neighborhood group that the pipeline 

route has been rerouted and is now proposed to go approximately 1.5 miles east of Sheridan 

Oaks, near by a pump station at Edwards Road and the cemetery property.  Basically, the new 

route goes down Old Route 41 to Uline and to the proposed AI Datacenter at Route #142, both in 

Wisconsin.  Whitmore read portions of a communication from Senator Mary Edly-Allen, 

indicating Kinder Morgan’s plans: 

“The project involves an extension of an existing national gas pipeline located immediately south of Route 

173, which would run north into Paris, Wisconsin.  National Gas Pipeline Company of America (Kinder 

Morgan) has been evaluating potential routes and is currently refining the proposed alignment in advance 

of seeking regulatory approval. 

Importantly, Kinder Morgan has moved the proposed route farther east and is now working to co-locate 

the pipeline within existing utility corridors where North Shore Gas already has infrastructure.  By 

utilizing an existing utility corridor, the company aims to minimize impacts associated with creating a new 

pipeline route.” 

Additionally, Kinder Morgan states it intends to submit an application in August and that any 

landowners affected will be contacted by a company representative.  Construction of the pipeline 

extension is currently anticipated to begin in winter 2028. 

 

Highway Department Report: 

Highway Director Edmonds reports the paving for the pipe and culvert replacement project near 

Newport School has been completed.  Additionally, the paving of approximately 100 feet of 21st at 

Rt. 173 has also been completed.  No new information on Lake County Sheriff enforcement in the 

area. 

 

Edmonds notes township personnel provided ditch work cleanup in front of Jim Belli’s farm in 

anticipation of the Belli Fest event.  A Village of Wadsworth maintenance worker approached 

township personnel, complaining that the township is intruding on their jurisdiction.  The area is 

under Newport Township’s responsibilities.     

 

The department recently took collected tires that have been dumped on township roads to a 

SWALCO pick-up location.  52 tires were delivered to SWALCO. 

 

Edmonds received a letter from Lake County Forest Preserve’s Patti Vitt, the Manager of 

Restoration Ecology regarding his concerns for Newport roads that may be damaged during the 
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Dutch Gap habitat restoration project.  Vitt’s letter basically says it’s not her responsibility; it’s the 

project’s contractors’ responsibility.  The township is concerned with this flimsy response and has 

asked to be notified and included in pre-construction meetings.  Further, the township should insist 

on being tagged on the county’s construction bond with the contractor. 

 

Director Edmonds introduces replacement of the township’s Case 580 tractor.  (See below, ‘New 

Business’ for discussion.) 

 

 

Assessor’s Report: 

No report. 

Clerk’s Report:  

No report. 

Trustee Comments: 

Daryle Spiller—No comments. 

Corey Kirschhoffer—No comments.    

Mike Wells— No comments. 

Frank Kaiser – No comments. 

 

Township Business:  

Director Edmonds indicates it is time for the township to replace the 580 Case tractor.  He is 

currently working with Westside Tractor.  Edmonds requested a quote for a John Deere 320, which 

is $240k, including the trade-in value of the Case 580.   

 

Westside participates in Sourcewell, a national government agency and cooperative buying group.  

Government entities can take advantage of pre-vetted heavy equipment at discounted group 

volumes.  Utilizing Sourcewell, the township can purchase the John Deere 320 for $151k with the 

trade-in on the 580 Case.  If the purchase is paid in full within the first 36 months, the interest is 

0%.  If the purchase is extended over 72 months, the interest rate after 36 months is 4.5%. 

 

A brief discussion takes place on the lack of service ability of John Deere products unless a certified 

John Deere dealer does the service.  Trustee Kirschhoffer cited a situation where John Deere 

remotely disabled a farmers’ tractor when a non-certified mechanic attempted to access the 

vehicle’s software.  Edmonds says he believes there is federal action ongoing on this, as it’s illegal 

to require a product owner to only use dealership services. Edmonds suggests the township 

purchase the 320 John Deere under the Sourcewell program, paying for half in 2026 and the balance 

in 2027, therefore splitting the purchase over two budget years.  He requests the item be placed 

back on the August agenda for possible action. 
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Finances: 

Supervisor Whitmore requests a motion to pay the monthly bills. 

 

Motion by Kirschhoffer, second by Kaiser to authorize the July monthly bills. 

Roll Call Vote:  Ayes, Spiller, Kirschhoffer, Wells, Kaiser, Whitmore.  Nays, none.  

 

Motion passes, 5-0. 

 

Public Comment: 

Dan Ewing – Thanks the township for its efforts with the Kinder Morgan pipeline situation. 

 

 

Motion to Adjourn:   

Supervisor Whitmore requests a motion to adjourn the Regular Board Meeting.   

 

Motion by Spiller, second by Wells to adjourn the Regular July Board Meeting. 

  

Voice Vote:  Ayes, all.  Nays, none.  

 

Meeting adjourns at 7:40 p.m. 

 

Dated the 15th day of July, 2026. 

______s/Debbie Spurgeon_________      

Debbie Spurgeon, Township Clerk 


