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Minutes Board of Town Trustees 

STATE OF ILLINOIS 

LAKE COUNTY 

TOWN OF NEWPORT 

 

THE BOARD OF TOWN TRUSTEES met at the office of the Town Clerk at the Village Hall on 

June 17, 2026 

 

Members Present:  

J. Daryle Spiller , Trustee  Corey Kirschhoffer, Trustee 

Mike Wells, Trustee   Frank Kaiser, Trustee     

Debbie Spurgeon, Clerk   Randy Whitmore, Supervisor    

 

Call to Order:  Supervisor Whitmore calls the Regular Township Meeting of the Board of Town 

Trustees to order at 7:00 p.m.   

Pledge of Allegiance:  Supervisor Whitmore leads the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Roll Call:  In attendance, Daryle Spiller, Corey Kirschhoffer, Mike Wells, Frank Kaiser, Debbie 

Spurgeon and Randy Whitmore.  Absent, Chuck Corder. 

Also present, Rodger Edmonds, Highway Department Director. 

Approval of Minutes: Supervisor Whitmore requests a motion and a second to approve the May 

Regular Meeting Minutes.       

Motion by Kirschhoffer, second by Wells to approve the May 20, 2026 Regular Meeting Minutes. 

Roll Call Vote:  Ayes, Spiller, Kirschhoffer, Wells, Kaiser, Whitmore.  Nays, none. 

Motion passes, 5-0. 

 

Reports:  

Supervisor’s Report:  
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Supervisor Whitmore comments the Senior Luncheon, will take place June 18, 2026 at the 

Newport Township Fire Department at 11:00 a.m. 

The supervisor says the Village of Wadsworth will hold its America 250 Celebration on June 27, 

2026 on the grounds of Village Hall Park, beginning at noon.  The township is assisting with 

military and historic tractor equipment.   

The supervisor mentions a situation on Kazmer road with large parties and illegal activities.  He 

wants residents to remain vigilant and report any problems.  

 

Highway Department Report: 

Reporting on the current status of a hole on 21st Street south of Newport School, Edmonds says the 

township has completed the pipe and culvert replacement project.  Richards has submitted the 

invoice for the work, which is $16,600.  This includes the 30” in diameter, 35’ length culvert.  The 

township is waiting on NP Paving to come in and complete the paving work.  NP has been delayed 

due to recent rains.  They will also be paving 21st at Rt. 173 at the same time.  A nearby horse farm 

has been observed illegally dumping.  Edmonds is still trying to get the Lake Co Sheriff to intervene 

with enforcement. 

 

Edmonds has issued letters to two new driveway installations which were improperly constructed.  

Both were provided the proper specifications, and both chose not to follow them.  A resident on 

Kelly Road installed a 4” plastic corrugated drainpipe and some pea gravel rather than a culvert. 

The second resident on Dilly’s Road, at Orchard Bluff decided to pave the entire drive without any 

culvert at all.  Both will be forfeiting their $500 bonds.  Edmonds personnel may also tear up the 

existing work.  

 

Edmonds reports he has had no contact with anyone regarding the proposed pipeline project.   

 

Lake County Forest Preserve has issued letters to area residents stating the Dutch Gap Preserve 

will be undergoing massive deforestation and the flooding of selected areas.  Edmonds says he has 

been in contact with LCFP regarding affected township roads, such as Edwards & Crawford Roads.  

He is coordinating a meeting with the district.  A resident who attended the forest preserve meeting 

is allowed by the supervisor to interject:  He comments that the forest preserve is removing drain 

tile mainly in the southwest corner and plans to replace drain tile along Crawford Rd, channeling 

the water to Mill Creek, a major area drainage.   

 

 

 

Assessor’s Report: 

No report. 

 

Clerk’s Report:  
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Noting data centers have been a recent topic of concern in the area as well as the country, Spurgeon 

summarizes newly released information from Lake County, regarding plans for a temporary 

moratorium in unincorporated areas.  The county states that data centers are not specifically defined 

or regulated under the Lake County Code.  The temporary moratorium will allow for time to 

evaluate this emerging land use topic and to develop standards.  Acknowledging the great 

infrastructure demands related to water and energy use demand careful long-term planning, the 

county will take the time to properly evaluate these considerations.  Lake County says it will 

schedule a public hearing at some point later this summer.  For more information, please contact 

Deputy County Administrator Matthew Meyers, at communications@lakecountyil.gov. 

Lastly, the board will take a photo following the meeting for the Wadsworth-Newport time capsule, 

which is being constructed as part of the America 250 Celebration.   

 

Trustee Comments: 

Daryle Spiller—No comments. 

Corey Kirschhoffer—No comments.    

Mike Wells— No comments. 

Frank Kaiser – Trustee Kaiser comments on tomorrow’s Newport Senior Luncheon, taking place 

at the Newport Fire Department Building at 11:00 a.m. 

 

 

Township Business:  

No new business. 

 

Finances: 

Supervisor Whitmore requests a motion to pay the monthly bills. 

 

Motion by Kirschhoffer, second by Spiller to authorize the June monthly bills. 

Roll Call Vote:  Ayes, Spiller, Kirschhoffer, Wells, Kaiser, Whitmore.  Nays, none.  

 

Motion passes, 5-0. 
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Public Comment: 

Mark Kirschhoffer – Inquires whether there is an update on battery storage proposal for township 

owned property.  Supervisor Whitmore says he is speaking with two entities, however, the township 

property (4 parcel PINs) are not ideal due to proximity to homes and width of property. 

 

 

Motion to Adjourn:   

Supervisor Whitmore requests a motion to adjourn the Regular Board Meeting.   

 

Motion by Spiller, second by Wells to adjourn the Regular June Board Meeting. 

  

Voice Vote:  Ayes, all.  Nays, none.  

 

Meeting adjourns at 7:28 p.m. 

 

Dated the 17th day of June, 2026. 

______s/Debbie Spurgeon_________      

Debbie Spurgeon, Township Clerk 


