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Minutes Board of Town Trustees 

STATE OF ILLINOIS 

LAKE COUNTY 

TOWN OF NEWPORT 

 

THE BOARD OF TOWN TRUSTEES met at the office of the Town Clerk at the Village Hall on 

May 20, 2026 

 

Members Present:  

Corey Kirschhoffer, Trustee   Mike Wells, Trustee 

Frank Kaiser, Trustee    Debbie Spurgeon, Clerk 

Randy Whitmore, Supervisor   Chuck Corder, Assessor 

 

Call to Order:  Supervisor Whitmore calls the Regular Township Meeting of the Board of Town 

Trustees to order at 7:00 p.m.   

Pledge of Allegiance:  Supervisor Whitmore elects to forgo the Pledge of Allegiance, as the 

pledge was recited at the Budget Hearing immediately preceding the Regular Meeting. 

Roll Call:  In attendance, Corey Kirschhoffer, Chuck Corder, Mike Wells, Frank Kaiser, Debbie 

Spurgeon and Randy Whitmore.  Absent, Daryle Spiller. 

Also present, Rodger Edmonds, Highway Department Director. 

Approval of Minutes: Supervisor Whitmore requests a motion and a second to approve the April 

Regular Meeting Minutes.       

Motion by Kaiser, second by Wells to approve the April 15, 2026 Regular Meeting Minutes. 

Roll Call Vote:  Ayes, Kirschhoffer, Wells, Kaiser, Whitmore.  Nays, none. 

Motion passes, 4-0. 

 

Reports:  
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Supervisor’s Report:  

Supervisor Whitmore says he met with Rodger Edmonds, Frank Kaiser and Ancel Glink attorney, 

Adam Simon at village hall for an informational only discussion.  Whitmore explains that 

Attorney Simon has been hired by the township to assist with issues related to the proposed 

pipeline.  Whitmore states he subsequently spoke with area resident Renee Falotico following the 

discussion. 

Whitmore indicates that Kinder Morgan expects to submit for permits by the end of August, 

2026.  This information comes from Kinder Morgan representative Ken Collins.  Whitmore 

comments that he has no additional new information.  

 

Highway Department Report: 

Highway Department Director, Rodger Edmonds reports contract road work for Benton Township 

is complete and the township will soon be invoicing Benton.  Edmonds says his department is ready 

to begin work on Newport projects; commenting that seasonal mowing is underway.   

Reporting on the current status of a hole on 21st Street south of Newport School, Edmonds says 

while some of the water has now receded, there is approximately 10 inches remaining before 

replacement of the pipe can begin.  The township has also been removing excess gravel damming 

water flow.  The pipe requiring replacement is approximately 30” in diameter and 60’ in length.  A 

nearby horse farm has been observed dumping manure and other farm waste materials in the area, 

much of the time dumping occurs under cover of darkness.  Edmonds says a sheriff needs to 

intervene with the illegal dumper.  The local neighborhood road is not constructed to withstand 

continual semi-trucks, which are undermining the road’s structure.   

 

Director Edmonds inquires on whether MFT funds can be used for this project.  He does not yet 

have a formal quote, but anticipates costs will be in excess of $20k.   

 

Lastly, Edmonds reports that the new weight limit signs have been installed on township roads.  

Lake County enforcement is aware, but no enforcement is occurring thus far. 

 

 

Assessor’s Report: 

Assessor Corder reports his office has been busy installing new computer equipment.  During this 

process, some water damage was found in the office.  The landlord has been made aware and will 

have the property handyman look into the situation. A brief discussion on filing storage space 

limitations at the township office occurs.   

 

Clerk’s Report:  

The monthly board audit report is circulating for signatures. 
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Trustee Comments: 

Daryle Spiller—No comments. 

Corey Kirschhoffer—No comments.    

Mike Wells— No comments. 

Frank Kaiser – Trustee Kaiser asks a question about the monthly North Shore gas bill. 

 

Township Business:  

Supervisor Whitmore requests a motion to approve the Final Budget. 

 

Motion by Kirschhoffer, second by Wells to approve the Final Newport Township Budget for  

the fiscal year, March 1, 2026 – February 28, 2027. 

 

Roll Call Vote:  Ayes, Kirschhoffer, Wells, Kaiser, Whitmore.  Nays, none.  

Motion passes, 4-0. 

 

Supervisor Whitmore reappoints Jim Belli to the Newport Fire District Board.  He requests a 

motion to confirm the appointment.  

 

Motion by Kaiser, second by Wells to confirm the reappointment of Jim Belli as Trustee, to the  

Newport Fire District Board.   

 

Roll Call Vote:  Ayes, Kirschhoffer, Wells, Kaiser, Whitmore.  Nays, none.  

Motion passes, 4-0. 
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Finances: 

Supervisor Whitmore requests a motion to pay the monthly bills. 

 

Motion by Kirschhoffer, second by Kaiser to authorize the May monthly bills. 

Roll Call Vote:  Ayes, Kirschhoffer, Wells, Kaiser, Whitmore.  Nays, none.  

 

Motion passes, 4-0. 

 

Public Comment: 

No public comment. 

 

 

Motion to Adjourn:   

Supervisor Whitmore requests a motion to adjourn the Regular Board Meeting.   

 

Motion by Kaiser, second by Kirschhoffer to adjourn the Regular May Board Meeting. 

  

Voice Vote:  Ayes, all.  Nays, none.  

 

Meeting adjourns at 7:41 p.m. 

 

Dated the 20th day of May, 2026. 

______s/Debbie Spurgeon_________      

Debbie Spurgeon, Township Clerk 


