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Minutes Board of Town Trustees 

STATE OF ILLINOIS 

LAKE COUNTY 

TOWN OF NEWPORT 

 

THE BOARD OF TOWN TRUSTEES met at the office of the Town Clerk at the Village Hall on 

March 18, 2026 

 

Members Present:  

J. Daryle Spiller, Trustee   Corey Kirschhoffer, Trustee 

Mike Wells, Trustee    Frank Kaiser, Trustee 

Debbie Spurgeon, Clerk     

  

 

Call to Order:  Trustee Spiller calls the Regular Township Meeting of the Board of Town 

Trustees to order at 7:00 p.m.   

Pledge of Allegiance:  Trustee Spiller leads the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Roll Call:  In attendance, Daryle Spiller, Corey Kirschhoffer, Chuck Corder, Mike Wells, Frank 

Kaiser, and Debbie Spurgeon.  Absent, Randy Whitmore. 

Also present, Rodger Edmonds, Highway Department Director. 

Approval of Minutes: Trustee Spiller requests a motion and a second to approve the February 

Regular Meeting Minutes.       

Motion by Kirschhoffer, second by Wells to approve the February 18, 2026 Regular Meeting  

Minutes. 

Roll Call Vote:  Ayes, Spiller, Kirschhoffer, Wells, Kaiser.  Nays, none. 

Motion passes, 4-0. 
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Reports:  

Supervisor’s Report:  

No report. 

 

Highway Department Report: 

Highway Department Director, Rodger Edmonds summarizes activity occurring in his department 

during the past month:   

 

Proposed pipeline project – Director Edmonds says following the last regular meeting, he receives 

a call from Kinder Morgan requesting the scheduling of a meeting.  Edmonds then contacts 

Newport Township legal counsel, Ancel Glink.  A meeting initially scheduled for March 4th was 

subsequently cancelled and has yet to be rescheduled.  Per Edmonds, township legal counsel, Keri-

Lyn Krafhefer advises that Kinder Morgan must pay for any use or encroachment of township roads 

and township easements.  He says Ancel Glink has a specialized attorney who is versed in these 

types of project negotiations.  Attorney Krafthefer suggests the township hire this attorney for the 

specialized work.  Edmonds indicates this will undoubtedly cost the township money.  Trustee 

Kaiser inquires about whether the projects’ route is finalized and when township officials can meet 

with Kinder Morgan to find this information out.  Edmonds comments Kinder Morgan indicates to 

him the final route proposal is not yet defined.  Edmonds says until the route is defined, there is 

nothing for the township to do.  Director Edmonds notes, depending on the route, a number of 

township roads could be affected, citing Crawford, Edwards and Sheridan Oaks as examples. 

 

Solar farms – Township legal counsel informs Edmonds that solar farms pay townships or villages 

per kilowatt hours for usage.  He is attempting to look into how to make this happen.  Edmonds 

says if it’s in the Village of Wadsworth, the village would be entitled to reimbursement, rather than 

the township.  However, the township should be eligible for the Kilbourne Rd / Russell Rd area 

project.  Trustee Kirschhoffer says her understanding is that the monies are minimal and frankly 

not worth having the solar farms in the first place.  Edmonds agrees these projects are eye-sores.  

He will look into area projects that are already in place or under construction to see if the township 

is eligible for reimbursement.  

 

Newport Highway Department building lease – Edmonds indicates he has the new 5-year lease for 

the township’s highway building in hand.  Trustees inquire as to whether the rent will remain the 

same.  Edmonds notes there is a 2% increase each year of the lease.  He says, if there is no objection 

from the board, he will go ahead and sign the lease.  Trustees indicate they have no objections. 

 

Case 580 tractor tires – Edmonds is currently obtaining quotes for new tires on the 580 Case tractor.  

Additionally, he is looking to replace hydraulic hoses.    

 

 

 

 

Assessor’s Report: 

Assessor Corder is working on the previously discussed technical equipment replacement project 

for the assessor’s office.  Township vendor and technical advisor Jim Stevens will assist in the 
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ordering and deployment of the new equipment.  A brief discussion occurs on potential billing and 

payment methods for the project, as well as, obtaining a copy of the townships’ Tax ID Letter for 

Assessor Corder’s use.  Preferably, Vendor Jim Stevens will bill the township as he does for his 

regular technical assistance.  Bookkeeper Nancy Lech should be able to provide the Tax ID Letter 

to Corder. 

Corder notes his employee, Maureen, has been very helpful in getting him up-to-speed.  She has 

been with the Newport Assessor’s office for a number of years.  Corder has witnessed first-hand 

her struggles due to outdated and underperforming equipment and he is anxious to remedy the 

situation to improve efficiencies in the office. 

Lastly, Corder says is he actively working with area beekeepers to better understand the set-up and 

challenges of bee keeping.  He notes, properties of 5-acres or more are generally eligible to raise 

bees as an approved agricultural usage, providing the defined criteria is met.  Corder seeks to better 

understand hive density per acreage, avoidance of damaging established hive colonies, and other 

nuances of beekeeping to assist him in proper assessment of the bee farms.  

 

Clerk’s Report:  

The clerk notes the board will consider the Tentative Budget & Appropriation Ordinance later in 

the meeting.  Then, the proposed budget will be placed on public display.  The Board needs to 

schedule the public hearing on the budget.  Board consensus is to set the public hearing for 6:45 

p.m. on May 20th preceding the Regular May meeting, similar to previous years.  Final action on 

the budget will take place during the regular meeting. 

The clerk comments that the 2026 Annual Town Meeting agenda needs to be adopted tonight.  Per 

state statute, the Annual Town Meeting will take place on April 14, 2026.  The Newport Annual 

Town Meeting is set for 7:00 p.m. at the Newport Township Offices.   

The monthly board audit report is circulating for signatures. 

 

Trustee Comments: 

Daryle Spiller—No comments. 

Corey Kirschhoffer—No comments.    

Mike Wells— No comments. 

Frank Kaiser – No comments. 

 

Township Business:  
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Trustee Spiller introduces the Annual Town Meeting Agenda.  No discussion. 

 

Motion by Kaiser, second by Spiller to pass the Annual Town Meeting Agenda, as presented. 

Roll Call Vote:  Ayes, Spiller, Kirschhoffer, Wells, Kaiser.  Nays, none.  

Motion passes, 4-0. 

 

Trustee Spiller introduces the Tentative Budget & Appropriation Ordinance for fiscal year 2026- 

2027.  This is the budget proposal which will be on public display until the hearing and the adoption  

of a final budget in May. 

 

Motion by Kirschhoffer, second by Wells to pass the Tentative Budget & Appropriation Ordinance. 

Roll Call Vote:  Ayes, Spiller, Kirschhoffer, Wells, Kaiser.  Nays, none.  

Motion passes, 4-0. 

 

Lastly, Trustee Spiller introduces the donation of $2,000 to the Newport Fire District for the 2026 

Senior Luncheon to be held on June 18, 2026. 

 

Motion by Kirschhoffer, second by Kaiser to authorize a $2,000 donation to the Newport Fire 

District for the 2026 Newport Senior Luncheon.  

  

Roll Call Vote:  Ayes, Spiller, Kirschhoffer, Wells, Kaiser.  Nays, none.  

Motion passes, 4-0. 
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Finances: 

Trustee Spiller requests a motion to pay the monthly bills. 

 

Motion by Kaiser, second by Wells to approve the March monthly bills. 

Roll Call Vote:  Ayes, Spiller, Kirschhoffer, Wells, Kaiser.  Nays, none.  

 

Motion passes, 4-0. 

 

Public Comment: 

None. 

 

 

Motion to Adjourn:   

Trustee Spiller requests a motion to adjourn the Regular Board Meeting.   

 

Motion by Kaiser, second by Wells to adjourn the Regular March Board Meeting. 

  

Voice Vote:  Ayes, all.  Nays, none.  

 

Meeting adjourns at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Dated the 18th day of March, 2026. 

______s/Debbie Spurgeon_________      

Debbie Spurgeon, Township Clerk 


