Minutes Board of Town Trustees

STATE OF ILLINOIS
LAKE COUNTY

TOWN OF NEWPORT

THE BOARD OF TOWN TRUSTEES met at the office of the Town Clerk at the Village Hall on
March 20, 2024

Members Present:

J. Daryle Spiller, Trustee Corey Kirschhoffer, Trustee
Frank Kaiser, Trustee Mike Wells, Trustee
Debbie Spurgeon, Clerk Randy Whitmore, Supervisor

Call to Order: Supervisor Whitmore calls the Regular Township Meeting of the Board of Town
Trustees to order at 7:01 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance: Supervisor Whitmore leads the Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call: In attendance, Daryle Spiller, Corey Kirschhoffer, Mike Wells, Frank Kaiser, and
Debbie Spurgeon and Randy Whitmore. Absent, Jerome Berens.

Also present, Rodger Edmonds, Highway Department Director.

Approval of Minutes: Supervisor Whitmore requests a motion and a second to approve the
February Regular Meeting Minutes.

Motion by Kirschhoffer, second by Spiller to approve the February 21, 2024 Regular Meeting
Minutes.
Roll Call Vote: Ayes, Spiller, Kirschhoffer, Wells, Kaiser, Whitmore. Nays, none.

Motion passes, 5-0.




Reports:
Supervisor’s Report:

Supervisor Whitmore comments on a building (formerly housing tulip bulb sales) for possible
purchase as a township facility. The building is located on the same property as the current rental
building that houses the township highway department, in Russell, IL Whitmore notes the former
tulip building is not currently ADA accessible and would require ADA and other potential
changes. He suggests the township consider purchase of the full parcel, including the building
already housing the highway department equipment, which would then be paid for by taxpayers
over a 20-year period. He says it will be easier than obtaining county permits and erecting a
building on the property already owned by township taxpayers, near Delany and Russell Roads.
Whitmore suggests the building in Russell could also house a cannabis dispensary in addition to
township offices. He comments that the current township offices in Old Mill Creek is so far away
from where everyone lives.

Highway Department Report:

Highway Department Director Rodger Edmonds reports the road department employees have been
performing brushwork and tree trimming due to the mild spring weather. They have also been
working on patchwork in Benton Township, per the intergovernmental agreement between
Newport and Benton townships.

Edmonds calls attention to proposed Illinois House Bill 5050 (HB5050), which grants each county
board the ability to unilaterally dissolve a road district, without township or public input. In
conversations with LCDOT, Edmonds says the county wants nothing to do with this proposed
legislation. Newport’s road district was previously dissolved by state mandate for townships with
limited mileage responsibilities. This new legislation would force the county to absorb all debt
obligations and responsibilities of township road districts in Illinois, without consideration of
public input on dissolution. There is no mandate the county maintain the same level of services or
provides a tax reduction. The Township Officials of Illinois (TOI) is against the legislation which
is currently being discussed in Executive Committee.

Director Edmonds is working on putting together the road striping package for the season.

Edmonds comments on a possible solar farm at Kilbourne and 9™ Street (northeast side) on the
property commonly known as the Reiser Farm. He wonders if the township should revisit a solar
farm on the township owned property on Delany and Russell Roads. Resident Stan Williams
interjects from the audience that the reason a solar farm was not feasible on the township-owned
property a couple of years ago is that Commonwealth Edison did not have a substation close enough
to the property. He’s not certain if anything has changed.

Edmonds reminds the board that Newport has $10,694 remaining in unspent Rebuild Illinois Funds,
which must be used by the end of 2024. The funds cannot be used for paving, but can be used for
guardrails, shoulders and bridgework. He is looking for project suggestions from the board.




Assessor’s Report:

No report.

Clerk’s Report:

Spurgeon calls the boards attention to the recently released Wendell Cox Report and provides the
board with a brief summary. This study looks at township governments in Illinois, specific to
fiscal performance and accessibility to voters. She urges the board to read the full report, while
noting that the report findings conclude government that is closer to the people tends to have
slower rising costs, less expensive labor structures and provide more economical services to
residents.

Reminds the board that at the May Regular Meeting on May 15th, we will be voting on the final
budget for the new fiscal year, following the 6:45 p.m. Public Budget Hearing.

Inquires on the availability of the Supervisor’s Annual Settlement & Financial Statement in
advance of the Annual Town Meeting. Mrs. Toni Edmonds indicates she has brought the report
along tonight for the supervisor’s signature. The Annual Town Meeting will take place on April
9 statewide.

The monthly board audit report is disseminated for signatures.

Trustee Comments:
Daryle Spille—No comments.
Corey Kirschhoffer—No comments.

Mike Wells—Trustee Wells says Trudy at the Newport Fire District is looking for gift basket item
donations, including gift cards, car washes, etc. for the June Senior Luncheon.

Frank Kaiser—No comments.

Township Business:

Supervisor Whitmore introduces the clerk’s Annual Town Meeting Agenda, which the board must

adopt tonight. No discussion.

Motion by Spiller, second by Wells to adopt the agenda, as presented.




Roll Call Vote: Ayes, Spiller, Kirschhoffer, Wells, Kaiser, Whitmore. Nays, none.

Motion passes, 5-0

Supervisor Whitmore introduces consideration of the Proposed Budget, FY’ 2024-2025. This is

the budget that will be publicly displayed until finalization in May.

Motion by Kaiser, second by Kirschhoffer to approve the Proposed Budget for display.

Roll Call Vote: Ayes, Spiller, Kirschhoffer, Wells, Kaiser, Whitmore. Nays, none.

Motion passes, 5-0

Supervisor Whitmore and Director Rodger Edmonds outline a plan for township credit
cards with a spending limit of $5,000. Cards will be held by Randy Whitmore, Rodger
Edmonds and Matt Mitten. Each cardholder must sign and return the township usage policy

agreement.

Motion by Kirschhoffer, second by Wells to approve the plan to obtain (3) township credit cards

with a $5,000 spending limit.

Roll Call Vote: Ayes, Spiller, Kirschhoffer, Wells, Kaiser, Whitmore. Nays, none.

Motion passes, 5-0

Supervisor Whitmore introduces consideration of the annual Senior Luncheon donation to the
Newport Fire District. Last year the township donated $2,000, which the fire district later reported

they had not entirely spent. A brief discussion is held on various possible donation amounts for




2024, with board consensus remaining at $2,000.

Motion by Kaiser, second by Spiller to approve a $2,000 donation to the Newport Fire District for

the purpose of costs associated with the annual Senior Luncheon event.

Roll Call Vote: Ayes, Spiller, Kirschhoffer, Wells, Kaiser, Whitmore. Nays, none.

Motion passes, 5-0

Finances:

Supervisor Whitmore requests a motion to approve the township’s bills.

Motion by Spiller, second by Wells to approve the monthly bills.

Roll Call Vote: Ayes, Spiller, Kirschhoffer, Wells, Kaiser, Whitmore. Nays, none.

Motion passes, 5-0.

Public Comment:

No public comment.

Motion to Adjourn:

Supervisor Whitmore requests a motion to adjourn the Regular Board Meeting.

Motion by Kaiser, second by Spiller.
Voice Vote: Ayes, all. Nays, none.

Meeting adjourns at 7:48 p.m.

Dated the 20™ day of Mach, 2024.




s/Debbie Spurgeon

Debbie Spurgeon, Township Clerk




