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Minutes Board of Town Trustees 

STATE OF ILLINOIS 

LAKE COUNTY 

TOWN OF NEWPORT 

 

THE BOARD OF TOWN TRUSTEES met at the office of the Town Clerk at the Village Hall on 

February 18, 2026 

 

Members Present:  

J. Daryle Spiller, Trustee   Corey Kirschhoffer, Trustee 

Mike Wells, Trustee    Frank Kaiser, Trustee 

Debbie Spurgeon, Clerk    Randy Whitmore, Supervisor 

  

 

Call to Order:  Supervisor Whitmore calls the Regular Township Meeting of the Board of Town 

Trustees to order at 7:00 p.m.   

Pledge of Allegiance:  Supervisor Whitmore leads the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Roll Call:  In attendance, Daryle Spiller, Corey Kirschhoffer, Mike Wells, Frank Kaiser, Debbie 

Spurgeon and Randy Whitmore.  Absent, Chuck Corder. 

Also present, Rodger Edmonds, Highway Department Director. 

Approval of Minutes: Supervisor Whitmore requests a motion and a second to approve the 

January Regular Meeting Minutes.       

Motion by Spiller, second by Wells to approve the January 21, 2026 Regular Meeting  

Minutes. 

Roll Call Vote:  Ayes, Spiller, Kirschhoffer, Wells, Kaiser, Whitmore.  Nays, none. 

Motion passes, 5-0. 
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Reports:  

Supervisor’s Report:  

Supervisor Whitmore reports he spoke to Lake County Forest Preserve President Angelo Kyle 

regarding the proposed Kinder Morgan pipeline project today.  Following the conversation with 

Kyle, he was informed Kyle is no longer performing his county duties due to a permanent health 

condition.  The supervisor was informed he will need to work with Ty Kovac, Executive Director 

of Lake County Forest Preserves going forward.  Supervisor Whitmore says he called Kovac 

today and is awaiting a call back. 

 

Highway Department Report: 

Highway Department Director, Rodger Edmonds says Paris, Wisconsin would like us to join forces 

with them so that we all stay informed on the Kinder Morgan pipeline project.  Edmonds says he 

was told the forest preserve will not allow the crossing of preserve properties.  Edmonds wonders 

why the township wouldn’t be eligible to receive compensation for any encroachments on township 

properties or roadways.  He is hearing rumors of a pumping station being proposed for the Rule 

Farm property.  Trustee Mike Wells interjects that he spoke with Tom Rule and was told by Tom 

that the farm is in a family trust that has 4-5 trustees, with Tom being the senior trustee.  Wells says 

one of the younger trustees got wind of the gas line and contacted Kinder Morgan to see if they 

would be interested in the 75-acre parcel.  Tom says this is all that has occurred, and that Kinder 

Morgan has not confirmed any interest thus far.  Edmonds suggests Keri-Lyn Krafthefer come to a 

meeting to explain whether the township could expect to receive any renumeration around the 

pipeline project.  He also suggests we engage with Paris & Bristol Wisconsin government partners 

to stay better informed.  Trustee Kaiser agrees a more proactive approach in the proposal and 

planning phase is needed from the township. 

 

Whitmore says he will invite Keri-Lyn to attend the next meeting and suggests the Sheridan Oaks 

and Edward Road area neighbors attend the March meeting to hear what she has to say. 

 

Edmonds says he will work on changes to the township weight limit ordinance to improve the 

ability to successfully ticket over-weight offenders; a chronic problem in the township. 

 

Director Edmonds notes Lake County DOT will be closing the Russell Road bridge over the Des 

Plaines River beginning April 13, 2026 for repairs.  The closure is expected to last 20 days. Possible 

timing for a sidewalk project being considered for Russell was not able to take shape quickly 

enough for the bridge project.  However it is still possible when the roundabout is installed at 

Russell and Kilbourne.    

 

There have been 22 snow events requiring plowing this season.  In comparison, last year there were 

11 events.  Edmonds reports our salt is in good shape.  Newport’s seasonal ‘snowbird’ employees 

this year include Ritchie Schultz, Paul Maplethorpe, and Bill Fuesting. 

 

 

Assessor’s Report: 

No report. 
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Clerk’s Report:  

The clerk notes the board will consider the Tentative Budget & Appropriation Ordinance at the 

March meeting. The Board will also schedule the public hearing on the budget at the March 

meeting. 

The monthly board audit report is circulating for signatures. 

 

Trustee Comments: 

Daryle Spiller—No comments. 

Corey Kirschhoffer—Trustee Kirschhoffer expresses concern over data centers, the resources they 

use, and the potential burdens on area residents.  She wonders how we are informed of when these 

types of plans are being considered, before it is too late.  The county does not do a good job of 

informing the township of plans in the works.    

Mike Wells— No comments. 

Frank Kaiser – The Senior Luncheon will be held on June 18th at the Newport Fire Station. 

 

Township Business:  

Supervisor Whitmore introduces Budget line-item transfers, an annual housekeeping item. 

No discussion. 

 

Motion by Kirschhoffer, second by Spiller to approve Ordinance #18022026A Budget Line Item 

Transfers. 

Roll Call Vote:  Ayes, Spiller, Kirschhoffer, Wells, Kaiser, Whitmore.  Nays, none.  

Motion passes, 5-0. 

 

Finances: 

Supervisor Whitmore requests a motion to pay the monthly bills. 

Motion by Kaiser, second by Wells to approve the February monthly bills. 
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Roll Call Vote:  Ayes, Spiller, Kirschhoffer, Wells, Kaiser, Whitmore.  Nays, none.  

Motion passes, 5-0. 

 

Public Comment: 

Dan Ewing – Resident Ewing, Crawford Road area, briefly comments that residents on the west 

side of Crawford and north of him are also now receiving notices from Kinder Morgan seeking 

property access for surveys, etc.  As always, the information on the route modifications is cagey 

and vague.  Area homeowners continue to be concerned.   

 

 

Motion to Adjourn:   

Supervisor Whitmore requests a motion to adjourn the Regular Board Meeting.   

Motion by Spiller, second by Wells to adjourn the Regular February Board Meeting. 

  

Voice Vote:  Ayes, all.  Nays, none. Meeting adjourns at 7:29 p.m. 

 

Dated the 18th day of February, 2026. 

______s/Debbie Spurgeon_________      

Debbie Spurgeon, Township Clerk 


