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Minutes Board of Town Trustees 

STATE OF ILLINOIS 

LAKE COUNTY 

TOWN OF NEWPORT 

 

THE BOARD OF TOWN TRUSTEES met at the office of the Town Clerk at the Village Hall on 

January 21, 2026 

 

Members Present:  

J. Daryle Spiller, Trustee   Corey Kirschhoffer, Trustee 

Mike Wells, Trustee    Chuck Corder, Assessor 

Debbie Spurgeon, Clerk 

  

 

Call to Order:  Trustee Spiller calls the Regular Township Meeting of the Board of Town 

Trustees to order at 7:00 p.m.   

Pledge of Allegiance:  Trustee Spiller leads the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Roll Call:  In attendance, Daryle Spiller, Corey Kirschhoffer, Chuck Corder, Mike Wells and 

Debbie Spurgeon.  Absent, Randy Whitmore and Frank Kaiser. 

Also present, Rodger Edmonds, Highway Department Director. 

Approval of Minutes: Trustee Spiller requests a motion and a second to approve the December 

Regular Meeting Minutes.       

Motion by Kirschhoffer, second by Wells to approve the December 17, 2025 Regular Meeting  

Minutes. 

Roll Call Vote:  Ayes, Spiller, Kirschhoffer, Wells. Nays, none. 

Motion passes, 3-0. 
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Seating of New Township Assessor: 

Clerk Spurgeon formerly recognizes new Township Assessor, Chuck Corder.  Spurgeon 

announces Corder was officially sworn earlier in the month and his Oath of Office filed with the 

county.  Corder is fully authorized and acting in his elected capacity.  Corder’s term of office 

began January 1, 2026, with Jerome Berens’ term completing on December 31, 2025.  Spurgeon 

invites Corder to take his seat at the Board table and asks members, and the audience present, to 

welcome Assessor Corder. [applause.] 

 

Reports:  

Supervisor’s Report:  

No report. 

 

Highway Department Report: 

Highway Department Director, Rodger Edmonds discusses the busy snowplowing season. His 

department is using Bill Fuesting from Lake County Hose as a part-time plowing and maintenance 

resource.   

 

Edmonds continues to lead the effort to obtain a sidewalk for the community of Russell from the 

downtown to Kilbourne and Russell roads, and around the corner to the post office.  He has been 

in contact with District 1 Lake County board representative, Linda Pedersen.  Pedersen contacted 

LCDOT on the township’s behalf.  Edmonds will meet with Scott Carrier at Lake County to discuss 

the matter further, citing bus stop safety and excessive semi traffic concerns as reasons Russell 

needs this improvement.  Edmonds believes the county has available grant money for this type of 

project.   

 

Additionally, Russell Road will be closed for 14 days beginning in mid-March for bridge overlay 

and expansion joint repairs over the Des Plaines River.   

 

 

Assessor’s Report: 

Assessor Corder discusses Veto Session Property Tax Bill, SB 442, increasing the income 

limitation for the Senior Citizen’s Freeze Homestead Exemption to $75,000 for 2026, $77,000 for 

2027 and $79,000 for 2028 and thereafter.  Corder has already posted the information on the 

township website.  He urges members and residents to share the information with their neighbors 

and notes his office is updating their current senior freeze customer base as they work with them.  

He will additionally make Village of Wadsworth personnel aware of the information, inviting them 

to share with village residents, possibly in an upcoming newsletter. 

Corder provides an update on his offices’ need for a complete technology refresh, including 

hardware and software.  The assessor’s submitted budget reflects the need to bring the assessor’s 
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office up-to-date in order to better serve the community.  Corder discovered a couple of overlooked 

invoices from Microsoft, which following due diligence research, will in fact require payment.  He 

will submit to bookkeeper for payment.  Corder does not yet have a township mobile phone, and is 

working with township leadership to either obtain a phone, or have the township share the expense 

of his existing mobile line.  In the meantime, he can be contacted via email, or through the 

Assessor’s Office.  

 

Clerk’s Report:  

The clerk recaps legislative recent changes resulting from the conclusion of the Veto Session for 

the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA/OMA Modifications, SB 243) and IL Tollways (Transit 

Omnibus, SB 2111).  SB 243 allows for specified training requirements of the Act to be satisfied 

by participation in training conducted by an organization that represents townships.  Further, 

changes allow for FOIA denial if the public body cannot verify of the requester is a person and 

clarifies electronic FOIA must be in the body rather than an attachment.  Other minor changes were 

also enacted.  SB 2111 increases passenger vehicle tolls by .45 cents and .39 cents for commercial 

vehicles.  The increases will be tied to the CPI index, but capped at 4% per year. The Transit 

Omnibus includes other transit related provisions not highlighted here. 

The monthly board audit report is circulating for board signatures. 

 

Trustee Comments: 

Daryle Spiller—No comments. 

Corey Kirschhoffer—No comments.      

Mike Wells— No comments. 

Frank Kaiser – No comments.    

 

Township Business:  

Trustee Spiller defers to Clerk Spurgeon regarding introduction of the 2026-2027 Meeting  

Schedule.  The clerk notes the meeting schedule for the upcoming fiscal year follows a similar 

schedule that the board and public is familiar with.  Regular Township Board Meetings remain on  

the third Wednesday of each month, at 7:00 p.m.  No discussion. 
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Trustee Spiller requests a motion to approve the new meeting schedule, as proposed. 

Motion by Kirschhoffer, second by Wells to approve the FY 2026-2027 Meeting Schedule. 

Roll Call Vote:  Ayes, Spiller, Kirschhoffer, Wells.  Nays, none.  

Motion passes, 3-0. 

 

Finances: 

Trustee Spiller requests a motion to pay the monthly bills. 

Motion by Kirschhoffer, second by Wells to approve the January monthly bills. 

Roll Call Vote:  Ayes, Spiller, Kirschhoffer, Wells.  Nays, none.  

Motion passes, 3-0. 

 

Public Comment: 

Dan Ewing – Resident Ewing, Crawford Road area, briefly comments on recent information 

regarding the proposed pipeline route, including that Kinder Morgan is continuing to seek surveys 

of area properties, and new rumors of a pumping station in the adjacent vicinity.  The companies 

involved are intentionally cagey on the detail of information that is forthcoming and the area 

homeowners continue to be concerned.   

 

 

Motion to Adjourn:   

Trustee Spiller requests a motion to adjourn the Regular Board Meeting.   

Motion by Kirschhoffer, second by Wells to adjourn the Regular January Board Meeting. 

  

Voice Vote:  Ayes, all.  Nays, none. Meeting adjourns at 7:43 p.m. 

 

Dated the 21st day of January, 2026. 

______s/Debbie Spurgeon_________      

Debbie Spurgeon, Township Clerk 


