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Minutes Board of Town Trustees 

STATE OF ILLINOIS 

LAKE COUNTY 

TOWN OF NEWPORT 

 

THE BOARD OF TOWN TRUSTEES met at the office of the Town Clerk at the Village Hall on 

September 17, 2025 

 

Members Present:  

J. Daryle Spiller, Trustee   Corey Kirschhoffer, Trustee 

Mike Wells, Trustee    Frank Kaiser, Trustee 

Debbie Spurgeon, Clerk    Randy Whitmore, Supervisor 

Jerome Berens, Assessor  

 

   

Call to Order:  Supervisor Whitmore calls the Regular Township Meeting of the Board of Town 

Trustees to order at 7:00 p.m.   

Pledge of Allegiance:  Supervisor Whitmore leads the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Roll Call:  In attendance, Daryle Spiller, Corey Kirschhoffer, Jerome Berens, Mike Wells, Frank 

Kaiser, Debbie Spurgeon and Randy Whitmore.   

Also present, Rodger Edmonds, Highway Department Director. 

Approval of Minutes: Supervisor Whitmore requests a motion and a second to approve the 

August Regular Meeting Minutes.       

Motion by Spiller, second by Kaiser to approve the August 16, 2025 Regular Meeting Minutes. 

Roll Call Vote:  Ayes, Spiller, Kirschhoffer, Wells, Kaiser, Whitmore.  Nays, none. 

Motion passes, 5-0. 
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Reports:  

Supervisor’s Report:  

Supervisor Whitmore comments on a company identified as TRC Environmental, which reached 

out to the township regarding the potential building of a natural gas booster station.  Upon 

returning the call, the supervisor determines the company could provide no legitimate information 

about property they currently own in the area, or property they may want to obtain--- or where, if 

anywhere within the township, this booster station is proposed for.  ‘Sue’ from TRC is supposed 

to return his call once again, but currently there is no legitimate information on the matter.  

Whitmore reports he is meeting with the Regional Manager of Fuel for Quick Trip next week. 

 

Highway Department Report: 

Highway Department Director Rodger Edmonds reports shoulder and paving work discussed at 

recent meetings have now been completed.  The township is currently focusing on ditching work, 

already in process. 

 

The guard rail replacement, west of Crawford on Edwards Road, is also now in process.  State Farm 

has contacted the highway department and wants to settle up as their insured motorist is responsible 

for destroying the guardrail, which had only recently been installed. 

 

Lake County Department of Transportation (LCDOT) is eliminating weight limit signs on all roads.  

Limit signs listing tonnage will now be replaced with class signs, such as A, B, C, etc.  Additionally, 

trucks will have plates with letter identifiers.  The reason for the change is that currently police 

must accompany suspected overweight loads to a scale in order to issue an overweight ticket.  Once 

the new method is in place, if a truck is on a class of road they are not allowed on, (according to 

their plate identifier) tickets can be issued immediately at the traffic stop without the need to head 

to a scale.   

 

The county is requesting townships, etc. eliminate the tonnage weight signs on their roads and 

replace them with the appropriate alpha class signs.  These changes will also require modification 

of local ordinances.  Edmonds says Libertyville Township is working with their attorney to rewrite 

their ordinance so that tickets can be issued and the township can receive some portion of the 

revenue from offenders who damage resident taxpayer roads.  Once completed, Libertyville 

Township has agreed to share their updated ordinance for others to model.  Newport’s legal counsel 

will then need to tweak the Libertyville Township ordinance for Newport and the board will need 

to approve the modified ordinance.   

 

Lake County is also working on a central dispatch for highway concerns, complaints, safety issues, 

etc.  The intent is for a live call center to answer calls and dispatch the appropriate services, rather 

than reaching voicemail boxes.  Edmonds will share the call center number, when available. 

 

Highway Director Edmonds comments on a training opportunity being held for area townships and 

municipalities regarding calibration and care of automatic salters on plow trucks.  His department 

personnel will attend the November 8th class.  
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Lastly, the highway department is working with an energy consultant (Zach at Energy Consultants).  

Hopefully, the effort will result will help save the township money on its monthly Com-Ed bill, 

including street lights that the district is responsible for.  

 

 

 

Assessor’s Report: 

Assessor Berens reports that the deadline for property assessment appeals has now passed.   Berens 

says his office didn’t have as many complaints or appeals this year.  He attributes this to the factor 

for Newport being a moderate 2%.  Though the deadline has now passed, he will try to work with 

the taxpayer for any homeowners who saw a double-digit increase.  For assistance, please email 

Assessor Berens.   

 

Clerk’s Report:  

The monthly board audit is routing for signatures. 

 

Trustee Comments: 

Daryle Spiller—No comments. 

Corey Kirschhoffer—No comments.      

Mike Wells— No comments. 

Frank Kaiser – No comments.    

 

Township Business:  

No new township business. 

 

Finances: 

Supervisor Whitmore requests a motion to pay the monthly bills. 

Motion by Kirschhoffer, second by Wells to approve the September monthly bills. 

Roll Call Vote:  Ayes, Spiller, Kirschhoffer, Wells, Kaiser, Whitmore.  Nays, none.  

Motion passes, 5-0. 
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Public Comment: 

Stan Williams – Resident Williams cautions Supervisor Whitmore and the Board of Trustees on 

selling the township-owned property.  The property, purchased as a potential future home for a 

township building, also very importantly serves as a block:  holding the City of Zion back from 

annexing through the township on Route 173, from Trumpet Park all the way to the toll road (I-

94).  This was a key acquisition for the township, and remains just as important to this day-- both 

to Newport Township and the Village of Wadsworth.   

 

Motion to Adjourn:   

Supervisor Whitmore requests a motion to adjourn the Regular Board Meeting.   

Motion by Spiller, second by Kirschhoffer to adjourn the Regular September Board Meeting. 

  

Voice Vote:  Ayes, all.  Nays, none. Meeting adjourns at 7:27 p.m. 

 

Dated the 17th day of September, 2025. 

______s/Debbie Spurgeon_________      

Debbie Spurgeon, Township Clerk 


