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Minutes Board of Town Trustees 
STATE OF ILLINOIS 

LAKE COUNTY 

TOWN OF NEWPORT 

 

THE BOARD OF TOWN TRUSTEES met at the office of the Town Clerk at the Village Hall on 

December 17, 2025 

 

Members Present:  

J. Daryle Spiller, Trustee   Corey Kirschhoffer, Trustee 

Mike Wells, Trustee    Frank Kaiser, Trustee 

Debbie Spurgeon, Clerk    Randy Whitmore, Supervisor 

Jerome Berens, Assessor  

   

Call to Order:  Supervisor Whitmore calls the Regular Township Meeting of the Board of Town 

Trustees to order at 7:00 p.m.   

Pledge of Allegiance:  Supervisor Whitmore leads the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Roll Call:  In attendance, Daryle Spiller, Corey Kirschhoffer, Jerome Berens, Mike Wells, Frank 

Kaiser, Debbie Spurgeon and Randy Whitmore.   

Also present, Toni Edmonds, reporting on behalf of Highway Department Director, Rodger 

Edmonds. 

Approval of Minutes: Supervisor Whitmore requests a motion and a second to approve the 

November Regular Meeting Minutes.       

Motion by Kirschhoffer, second by Spiller to approve the November 19, 2025 Regular Meeting  

Minutes. 

Roll Call Vote:  Ayes, Spiller, Kirschhoffer, Wells, Kaiser, Whitmore.  Nays, none. 

Motion passes, 5-0. 
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Reports:  

Supervisor’s Report:  

Supervisor Whitmore is considering having Newport legal counsel look into seeking Monsanto 

settlement money on behalf of the township.  The settlement was announced in December.  

Newport Township’s history with landfills indicates we should be eligible for a share of this 

settlement, which provides compensation for dumping of toxic chemicals, such as PCBs.  

Whitmore also reports additional information has come to light regarding the proposed pipeline 

project.  Whitmore yields to Toni Edmonds for details.  Edmonds notes information on the 

Bristol, WI website and subsequently called Bristol Township confirming that the project, as 

initially proposed, is being dropped.  The company is reassessing options for an alternative area 

route, which may include Kilbourne Road, north to the current valve connection box, located on 

Kilbourne Road, north of Russell Road--near the Russell Post Office.  Governor Pritzker owns a 

significant chunk of property in the initial area, which may have helped kill the original proposed 

route. 

 

Highway Department Report: 

Toni Edmonds reporting for Rodger Edmonds, who is home recovering from surgery, says Scott 

Stelesky of Lake County has contacted the highway department re: $214,452 in available MFT 

Funds for 2026 work – do we want to use?  Edmonds has said yes to this question from Scott 

previously, and again says yes.  However, nothing seems to be moving forward.  Stelesky then says 

all projects need to be submitted to the county by January 15th..  Not a realistic timeframe. Edmonds 

isn’t sure where this is currently headed.  In general, the township provides project details in the 

February-March timeframe to the county for consideration.  

Regarding salt for the plowing season:  Ordered 200 tons.  The Village of Wadsworth owed the 

township 80 tons, which has been received and is now in the township’s bin.   

 

 

 

Assessor’s Report: 

Jerome Berens reports this is his last meeting before his retirement at the end of December.  He 

says he has competently served the township for 16 years.  He notes his replacement, Chuck Corder, 

is a fully qualified appraiser.  Like Berens when he started, Corder will need to extrapolate his 

appraising experience of individual properties to mass appraising, which is the job of the township 

assessor.  Berens notes he has qualified for the state performance bonus, $3,000 (gross amount), 

which the township must pay to the assessor (minus deductions) following the receipt of the funds 

from the State of Illinois.  Performance bonuses are paid to all township assessors who produce 

uniformity and accuracy in assessments across their townships, within prescribed parameters 

determined by the State of Illinois, Department of Revenue. 



 
 

3  

 

Berens says he received notice from his state and county bosses, Adeline Bailey (State of IL) and 

Bob Glukert (Lake County), indicating that every farm property within the township must be 

inspected annually.  Berens says Newport has 600 farm properties and admits he has only inspected 

85 bee farms and none of the remaining farms.     

Berens then reads aloud a letter thanking the board for the plaque and celebration of his retirement 

at the November Regular Meeting.  He comments that for some of his tenure, he was underpaid, 

undermanned, and underequipped.  He says the new assessor will need more equipment and more 

funding from the board.  Berens concludes by saying he did not remember that he was supposed to 

inspect every farm annually, and apologizes for the oversight.  However, says he nonetheless would 

not have had the manpower to perform this level of inspection and says the new assessor will need 

a part-time field hand to accomplish these tasks.  Finally, Berens says it has been a pleasure serving 

the township. 

Trustee Kirschhoffer suggests that the number of 600 farms within the township may include AG 

zoned properties that are illegally housing landscaping and other such businesses.  Berens insists 

the 600 are in fact assessed farms, as qualified by the state, that either have row crops or livestock 

as their purpose.   

Supervisor Whitmore asks about the compiled list of AG properties within the township that are 

suspected of illegally housing businesses or breaking other zoning ordinances. Berens says, he 

provided the Village of Wadsworth with the list of properties that fall within the village limits and 

Rodger Edmonds provided the county the list of unincorporated properties.  No one knows what 

actions, if any, have been taken. 

Berens points out Chuck Corder, who is in attendance in the audience.  Corder will take over as 

Newport Township Assessor in January.  Corder says he will get in contact with Maureen regarding 

paperwork Berens left for him, and will review it to see where it stands. He will also be in contact 

with Bob Glukert at Lake County regarding guidance, procedures and personnel that may be 

available to help him in moving forward.  Additionally, other township assessors can be good 

resources.   

 

Clerk’s Report:  

The township’s final levy was filed with Lake County in November. 

The monthly board audit report is circulating for board signatures. 

 

Trustee Comments: 

Daryle Spiller—No comments. 

Corey Kirschhoffer—No comments.      
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Mike Wells— No comments. 

Frank Kaiser – No comments.    

 

Township Business:  

No new business. 

 

Finances: 

Supervisor Whitmore requests a motion to pay the monthly bills. 

Motion by Wells, second by Kaiser to approve the December monthly bills. 

Roll Call Vote:  Ayes, Spiller, Kirschhoffer, Wells, Kaiser, Whitmore.  Nays, none.  

Motion passes, 5-0. 

 

Public Comment: 

Rolf Wagner – Resident Wagner briefly comments on the multiple factors involved in derailing the 

initial proposed pipeline route, including: landowner objections from Paris on south into Illinois, 

as well as the Pritzker area property.  In fact, it may have actually been drain tile issues that is the 

major reason the route is being scrapped.  

 

 

Motion to Adjourn:   

Supervisor Whitmore requests a motion to adjourn the Regular Board Meeting.   

Motion by Spiller, second by Wells to adjourn the Regular December Board Meeting. 

  

Voice Vote:  Ayes, all.  Nays, none. Meeting adjourns at 7:22 p.m. 

 

Dated the 17th day of December, 2025. 

______s/Debbie Spurgeon_________      

Debbie Spurgeon, Township Clerk 


