Minutes Board of Town Trustees

STATE OF ILLINOIS
LAKE COUNTY

TOWN OF NEWPORT

THE BOARD OF TOWN TRUSTEES met at the office of the Town Clerk at the Village Hall on
November 19, 2025

Members Present:

J. Daryle Spiller, Trustee Corey Kirschhoffer, Trustee
Mike Wells, Trustee Frank Kaiser, Trustee
Debbie Spurgeon, Clerk Randy Whitmore, Supervisor

Jerome Berens, Assessor

Call to Order: Supervisor Whitmore calls the Regular Township Meeting of the Board of Town
Trustees to order at 7:00 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance: Supervisor Whitmore leads the Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call: In attendance, Daryle Spiller, Corey Kirschhoffer, Jerome Berens, Mike Wells, Frank
Kaiser, Debbie Spurgeon and Randy Whitmore.

Also present, Rodger Edmonds, Highway Department Director

Approval of Minutes: Supervisor Whitmore requests a motion and a second to approve the
October Regular Meeting Minutes.

Motion by Kirschhoffer, second by Spiller to approve the October 15, 2025 Regular Meeting
Minutes.
Roll Call Vote: Ayes, Spiller, Kirschhoffer, Wells, Kaiser, Whitmore. Nays, none.

Motion passes, 5-0.




Reports:
Supervisor’s Report:

Supervisor Whitmore is considering a partnership with the Village of Winthrop Harbor to allow
Newport adults to utilize their park district programs and facilities. Whitmore says the proposal
will include Winthrop Harbor offering Newport residents the same price for these activities as
they charge their residents. More information to come.

Busy month for General Assistance. A resident in nearby Cambridge subdivision in Beach Park
lost everything in a devasting fire. Whitmore will work with Assessor Berens to see if tax relief
can be offered until the home can eventually be rebuilt.

Highway Department Report:

Highway Department Edmonds reports the first snow event of the 2025-2026 season resulted in an
incident with the township’s newest plow truck (Kenworth). The driver was plowing in the vicinity
of an accident requiring fire department medical assistance to the motorists at Edwards and Hunt
Club Roads. The township truck was parked at the scene with full lights running. The driver went
to assist responding fire personnel, when another motorist--not involved in the initial incident--
crashed into the township’s plow truck. All supporting reports and photos have been filed with
TOIRMA. Despite urging from on scene fire and township personnel, Lake County Sheriff
declined to ticket the motorist who struck the township truck. The truck was only slightly damaged,
there were no injuries to first responders who were protected from being struck due to the presence
and location of the township vehicle.

The township’s 580 truck experienced a hydraulic pump failure. Repairs have been made and the
truck is back on the road.

The Edwards Road guard rail has been repaired.

The road department is participating in a Com-Ed incentive program which is expected to offer
savings on lighting costs in the shop. The energy saving lights are now in place.

The road department participated in a work program offered by Lake County Department of
Transportation (LCDOT) to calibrate vehicle salting systems. The Kenworth had its settings
reviewed and was deemed to be properly setup fand prepared or a new season of salting.

Lastly, Director Edmonds thanks the township board for the flowers, cards and condolences during
the recent loss of his mother.

Assessor’s Report:

No report.




Clerk’s Report:

The monthly board audit report is circulating for signatures.

Trustee Comments:

Daryle Spille—No comments.
Corey Kirschhoffer—No comments.
Mike Wells— No comments.

Frank Kaiser — No comments.

Township Business:

Supervisor Whitmore introduces the adoption of the Final Tax Levy Ordinance. No discussion.
Motion by Spiller, second by Wells to adopt the Final Tax Levy Ordinance #19112025A for 2025;
collectable in 2026.

Roll Call Vote: Ayes, Spiller, Kirschhoffer, Wells, Kaiser, Whitmore. Nays, none.

Motion passes, 5-0.

Supervisor Whitmore introduces a resolution in support of the nation’s upcoming 250" birthday,
America250 (america250.org). No discussion.

Motion by Kaiser, second by Kirschhoffer to adopt the America250 Resolution #19112025B.

Supervisor Whitmore presents outgoing Newport Township Assessor, Jerome Berens with an
service memento in honor of his 16 years as township assessor. Berens is retiring at the end of
2025. Cake is being served to celebrate Jerome following the conclusion of tonight’s

meeting.

Finances:




Supervisor Whitmore requests a motion to pay the monthly bills.
Motion by Spiller, second by Wells to approve the November monthly bills.
Roll Call Vote: Ayes, Spiller, Kirschhoffer, Wells, Kaiser, Whitmore. Nays, none.

Motion passes, 5-0.

Public Comment:

Rolf Wagner — Resident Wagner of the Sheridan Oaks subdivision in Newport Township provides
the board with an update on the recently discovered federal gas pipeline project proposed to go
through the neighborhood affecting numerous homeowners and properties. Mr. Wagner provides
the board with maps and pictorial information on the area and the potential route of the pipeline.
At this time, it is felt that Kinder Morgan and subsidiaries are fishing for a route of least resistance.
The Sheridan Oaks homeowners are forming a not-for-profit coalition, and hiring legal counsel
specializing in eminent domain cases. Mr. Wagner and his neighbors would like the support of the
township board. Board members are sympathetic, and the township will assist if there is something
it can affect down the road. Supervisor Whitmore urges the neighbors to stay in touch with their
county board representative and other county board members. Mr. Wagner promises to keep the
board updated as they learn additional details.

Motion to Adjourn:
Supervisor Whitmore requests a motion to adjourn the Regular Board Meeting.
Motion by Spiller, second by Wells to adjourn the Regular November Board Meeting.

Voice Vote: Ayes, all. Nays, none. Meeting adjourns at 7:37 p.m.

Dated the 20™ day of November, 2025.

s/Debbie Spurgeon

Debbie Spurgeon, Township Clerk




