Minutes Board of Town Trustees

STATE OF ILLINOIS
LAKE COUNTY

TOWN OF NEWPORT

THE BOARD OF TOWN TRUSTEES met at the office of the Town Clerk at the Village Hall on
August 20, 2025

Members Present:

J. Daryle Spiller, Trustee Corey Kirschhoffer, Trustee
Mike Wells, Trustee Frank Kaiser, Trustee
Debbie Spurgeon, Clerk Randy Whitmore, Supervisor

Jerome Berens, Assessor

Call to Order: Supervisor Whitmore calls the Regular Township Meeting of the Board of Town
Trustees to order at 7:00 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance: Supervisor Whitmore leads the Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call: In attendance, Daryle Spiller, Corey Kirschhoffer, Jerome Berens, Mike Wells, Frank
Kaiser, Debbie Spurgeon and Randy Whitmore.

Also present, Rodger Edmonds, Highway Department Director.

Approval of Minutes: Supervisor Whitmore requests a motion and a second to approve the July
Regular Meeting Minutes.

Motion by Kirschhoffer, second by Wells to approve the July 16, 2025 Regular Meeting Minutes.
Roll Call Vote: Ayes, Spiller, Kirschhoffer, Wells, Kaiser, Whitmore. Nays, none.

Motion passes, 5-0.




Reports:
Supervisor’s Report:

Supervisor Whitmore says area resident Gunderson has property on Old Mill Creek Rd and the
new neighbor to the north (vacant property) is putting up buildings and creating noise with
vehicles. Gunderson is concerned the situation on the property is not being developed within the
law. Whitmore says Gunderson is having a drone video taken and plans to present it to the fire
department on August 26", Additionally, Whitmore notes a meeting is being organized by Fire
Chief Mark Kirschoffer at the fire department for the 26 to address the former Serder ‘mink
ranch’ property and the encampment that has taken hold on the property of illegal zoning --
including numerous persons -- as many as 18 individuals -- living onsite illegally in the
outbuildings, and the county’s building and zoning continuing to ignore the situation. Whitmore
says county board members, village officials, fire marshal and county sheriff representation will
attend the discussion. Whitmore plans to attend as well, inviting Rodger Edmonds to accompany
him. Whitmore comments that this is a continuation of the township’s efforts to identify
properties within the area that are being illegally used, such as businesses being run out of
residential properties.

Highway Department Report:

Highway Department Director Rodger Edmonds reports on shoulder destruction on Edwards Road,
west of Crawford, believed to be caused by the adjacent forest preserve district cutting of field tiles,
which has created water back-up at the roadway edge. Edmonds wants to repair this area
(approximately 200 feet) before winter as he concerned about the township snow plows going off
the road with the degraded shoulder.

Edmond’s department used JB Trees for several days for drought damaged tree trimming and
removal. Edmonds indicates he will likely hire JB Trees for another day of work this fall.

The paving projects for Delany at Russell Road and N. Old Woodford Road are complete. The
total for the project, using MFT Funds came in underbudget at $134,000. The township owes
$10,904. An aside, the county still owes the township $40,000 for Kazmer Road.

Edmonds comments his employees will be working on ditch trimming as there is an incursion of
buckthorn in the ditch lines. Employee Tyler Odum quit and is no longer employed by the
township. Edmonds is currently using his “snowbird” part-time employee, Ritchie, to fill in the

gaps.

Assessor’s Report:

Assessor Berens reports that property assessment “blue sheets” are out. Residents have until
September 15" to file any appeals. The factor for Newport is 2%. In the last five years, home
values have increased an average of 15% in Wadsworth, based on realtor home sales. However,
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this year the increases are less than 5%. The state is mandated to have assessments linked to current
sales prices.

Clerk’s Report:

The clerk notes the Annual Financial Audit is posted and filed with the county as required by
statute.

The monthly board audit is routing for signatures.

Trustee Comments:
Daryle Spille—No comments.

Corey Kirschhoffer—Trustee Kirschhoffer comments on property she says Quick Trip is interested
in at the NE corner of 1-94 and Russell Road, admitting half the property is in Wisconsin, but
maintains Quick Trip prefers the store to be in Illinois. A brief discussion occurs on the current
challenges of the site. Whitmore inquires on how Trustee Kirschhoffer became aware of this
information. Kirschhoffer says her father asked her to bring it to the board.

Mike Wells— No comments.

Frank Kaiser — No comments.

Township Business:

No new township business.

Finances:

Supervisor Whitmore requests a motion to pay the monthly bills.

Motion by Spiller, second by Wells to approve the August monthly bills.

Roll Call Vote: Ayes, Spiller, Kirschhoffer, Wells, Kaiser, Whitmore. Nays, none.

Motion passes, 5-0.

Public Comment:

No public comment.
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Motion to Adjourn:
Supervisor Whitmore requests a motion to adjourn the Regular Board Meeting.
Motion by Kirschhoffer, second by Spiller to adjourn the Regular August Board Meeting.

Voice Vote: Ayes, all. Nays, none. Meeting adjourns at 7:43 p.m.

Dated the 20™ day of August, 2025.

s/Debbie Spurgeon

Debbie Spurgeon, Township Clerk




